
Applicants have the option of expediting qualified Rezoning and/or Development Permit (DP) applications 
up to Third Reading/DP Panel endorsement stage. Qualified applications generally include, or relate 
to, single-family residential, small-scale multi-unit housing, small-scale townhouses, or small-scale 
commercial projects. Applicability of this program is at the discretion of the City.

The City of Richmond is committed to processing all land use development applications in an efficient 
manner. Therefore, there is no obligation for an applicant to take advantage of the “Fast Track” option if 
the application is not time sensitive.

There is an additional fee for “Fast Track” applications that meet the criteria outlined below. For more 
information about fees, refer to the Consolidated Fees Bylaw 8636.

Note: 100% Rental Housing projects are fast tracked through the rezoning and development process 
through a separate stream.

Criteria
In order to be considered for fast tracking, the following criteria must be met:

For Rezoning applications:
1.	 Compliance with the Official Community Plan (OCP) and Area Plan designations.

2.	 Consistent with applicable guidelines in the OCP (e.g. Arterial Road Land Use Policy).

3.	 Proposed rezoning is to a standard zone, or from one sub-zone to another in the same zone (e.g. 
RSM/XL to RSM/M).

4.	 Tree retention is maximised.

5.	 Limited frontage improvements and servicing works are anticipated.

For Development Permit applications:
1.	 The proposed development involves four or less dwelling units or contains a small building area.

2.	 Tree retention is maximised.

3.	 The development is consistent with the applicable DP Guidelines outlined in Schedule 1 of Bylaw 9000 
or Schedule 2 of Bylaw 7100, the OCP.

4.	 Presentation to the Advisory Design Panel is deemed unnecessary.

Simple Rezoning and Development Permit 
Applications in the City of Richmond!

DA-26 / rev. May 4, 2026

https://www.richmond.ca/city-hall/bylaws/alpha.htm


Page 2

Process
The following is a description of the general steps involved in the ‘Fast Tracking’ of a simple Rezoning or 
DP application:

•	 Contact the Development Applications department to determine if the proposal is eligible for the 
‘Fast Track’ option. This may include preliminary review of the application and associated materials to 
confirm eligibility. After preliminary review, the applicant is given the ‘Fast Track’ option if the proposal 
complies with the City’s criteria.

•	 Apply for a Rezoning/DP using the required application form and pay the standard fees. If the 
applicant chooses to take advantage of the ‘Fast Track’ option, an additional $1,350.00 fee is paid.

•	 In response to staff direction, the applicant submits confirmation that the development sign has been 
installed on the subject site and provides any other information requested by staff.

•	 Staff complete their technical analysis and prepare a report for the consideration of Planning 
Committee or DP Panel.

•	 The applicant confirms in writing that they agree to the Rezoning/DP conditions.

•	 The staff report is presented to an agreed upon Planning Committee/DP Panel meeting. This concludes 
the “Fast Track” process.

•	 Should Council/DP Panel endorse the application, the applicant is responsible for completing the 
agreed upon conditions to enable rezoning bylaw adoption/DP issuance.

Contact Information
For further information or clarification, contact Zoning at 604-276-4017 or zoning@richmond.ca.

Visit us on the web: richmond.ca
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