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Staff Report
Origin

On April 19, 2021, Council adopted the Farming First Strategy (Attachment 1) and associated
Official Community Plan bylaw amendments (Amendment Bylaws 10230, 10231 & 10232).
This report responds to the following referral associated with the adoption of the Farming First
Strategy:

That staff be directed to report back to Council in one year regarding the implementation
of the proposed actions associated with the Farming First Strategy.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #2 A Sustainable and
Environmentally Conscious City:

2.3 Increase emphasis on local food systems, urban agriculture and organic farming.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #6 Strategic and Well-Planned
Growth:

6.1 Ensure an effective OCP and ensure development aligns with it.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #7 A Supported Economic
Sector:

7.4 Inspire the farming and fishing cultures of tomorrow.

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #8 An Engaged and Informed
Community:

8.2 Ensure citizens are well-informed with timely, accurate and easily accessible
communication using a variety of methods and tools.

Background

At the Public Hearing on April 19, 2021, Council adopted the Farming First Strategy
(Attachment 1), a long-range strategy that includes policies related to protecting agricultural land
for farming, strengthening the economic viability of food production, improving irrigation and
drainage infrastructure, mitigating the impacts of climate change, and continuing to work
collaboratively with upper levels of government to ensure local agricultural production is
supported. The Farming First Strategy is a result of a multi-phase process, which included
consultation with the farming community, the City’s Food Security and Agricultural Advisory
Committee (FSAAC) and Richmond residents.

The Farming First Strategy includes 43 policies focused around the following five major themes:
e Theme 1: Agricultural Land Base (2 objectives and 12 supporting policies);
e Theme 2: Agricultural Economic Viability (2 objectives and 11 supporting policies);
e Theme 3: Infrastructure for Agriculture (2 objectives and 9 supporting policies);

6868892

PLN - 58



May 10, 2022 -3-

e Theme 4: Agriculture and the Environment (2 objectives and 7 supporting policies); and
e Theme 5: Inter-Governmental Support for Agriculture (2 objectives and 4 supporting
policies).

The staff report associated with the adoption of the Farming First Strategy also included 19
actions based on the themes and objectives contained in the Strategy and recommended to report
back to Council in one year regarding the implementation of the actions. The purpose of this
report is to provide Council with an update on the status of the actions associated with the
Farming First Strategy

Analysis

The Farming First Strategy, and associated action items, have been effective at protecting land in
the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) for farming, encouraging local food production and
consumption, supporting farm access and infrastructure improvements, raising awareness of
sustainable farm practices, and strengthening communication with upper levels of government to
enhance local agricultural viability. The implementation of the Farming First Strategy action
items requires coordination across a number of City departments. In coordination with the
various departments at the City, a progress update for each Farming First Strategy action is
provided in Attachment 2, including the following highlights:

e No loss of ALR land since the adoption of the Strategy.

o Updated statistics on the state of agriculture in the City will be provided as part of the
release of the 2021 Census of Agriculture and Agricultural Land Use Inventory (ALUI)
for Metro Vancouver. Staff will update Council once this information becomes available.

o Continued protection of soil-based farming by regulating the construction of concrete
slabs and other impermeable floor surfaces for greenhouses and agricultural
buildings/structures on properties zoned “Agriculture (AG1)”.

e Adoption by Council of the City’s Soil Deposit and Removal Bylaw No. 10200, which
modernized and strengthened regulations that relate to soil deposition and removal within
the City.

e Continued to meet with the Food Security and Agricultural Advisory Committee
(FSAAC) to advise Council on issues related to food security and agriculture.

o Updated information on the City’s website regarding the requirements for development in
the ALR. (e.g., building permit requirements for agricultural buildings)

e Integration of urban agriculture into development projects through the development
application process (e.g., rooftop urban agriculture demonstration project for the Polygon
Talisman project).

e Development of the Richmond Local Food Map, in coordination with Tourism
Richmond, highlighting local food producers.

e Implementation of a formal process to respond to requests for farm access through
unopened road allowances.

o Continued improvement of irrigation and drainage infrastructure throughout the ALR.
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e Information sharing regarding sustainable farm practices and reducing emissions
associated with farm operations.

e Coordination between the Ministry of Agriculture and the ALC on major policy
initiatives and development proposals in the ALR; and

e Delivered a letter to the Ministry of Agriculture, Richmond MPs and Richmond MLAs
regarding the Farming First Strategy and the agricultural-related issues that require
upper-level government support.

The complete list of Farming First Strategy actions and status of each action is provided in
Attachment 2. Based on staff’s review, no amendments to the agricultural policies contained in
the Farming First Strategy and Official Community Plan are proposed at this time.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The Farming First Strategy, adopted by Council on April 19, 2021, has been effective in guiding
decisions on the land use management of agricultural land, enhancing public awareness of
agriculture and food security issues, and strengthening agricultural viability in Richmond. Staff
will continue to monitor and assess the effectiveness of the agricultural policies contained in the
Farming First Strategy and the Official Community Plan, and bring forward any future proposed
changes to Council for consideration.
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Steven De Sousa
Planner 2
(604-204-8529)
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Att. 1: Farming First Strategy
2: Analysis of Farming First Strategy Actions
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Theme 4: Agriculture an
the Environment

. oty

a. Coordinate with Metro Vancouver, ALC, and the Ministry of Agriculture to
assess the long-term impacts of climate change on agriculture and develop
a coordinated response and tools to protect agricultural production.

b. Continue to protect agricultural land and agricultural production,
in coordination with the City’s Dike Master Plan, Flood Protection
Management Strategy and climate action initiatives to address sea-level rise.

¢. Encourage sustainable farming practices, in coordination with relevant
City departments, the FSAAC, ALC and Ministry of Agriculture, including
water and soil conservation, greenhouse gas emissions reductions and soil
management.

d. Ensure soil deposit and removal proposals for agricultural production
enhance agricultural capabilities (e.g. greater range of crops) and
address environmental issues (e.g. climate change, carbon storage, and
groundwater table), consistent with the City’s Soil Bylaw.

a. Continue to implement standard assessment criteria for farming properties
where designated Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) or Riparian
Management Area (RMA) will be impacted, while continuing to support
agricultural production.

b. Investigate opportunities for reducing emissions from crop and livestock
production, in coordination with the FSAAC, ALC and Ministry of
Agriculture.

¢.  Explore opportunities to promote the relationship between agricultural
viability and biodiversity through agricultural practices that benefit wildlife.
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Conclusion

The City of Richmond Farming First Strategy is a result of a multi-phased
consultation process regarding the current and future issues, trends and
challenges facing the agricultural industry. The Farming First Strategy includes
themes, objectives and policies to guide decisions on the land use management
of agricultural land, enhance public awareness of agriculture and food security
issues, and strengthen agricuitural viability in Richmond. Given that the City can
only act within its legislative authority, the Farming First Strategy is also critical
in identifying the need to work collaboratively with upper levels of government,
including the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), to ensure local agricultural
production is supported.

The City recognizes the importance of agriculture as a food source, an
environmental resource, a heritage asset and an important contributor to the
local economy. Agricultural land and farming is sustained by long-term City
policies that maintain an urban containment boundary that keeps residential
growth outside of the ALR. Richmond residents have always placed a high value
on the protection of the City’s farmlands.
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