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Cliff Cross Bridge Tender Interviowed May 18, 1972,

_'7030 Thunder Bay St. Powell River

at home of daughter~in~law Mrs. Gib Cross, 956 Garden City Road.

Born ‘August 25, 1894, Richards St., Vancouver
-went to old Dawson School - moved to burrard and Broadway then Fairview

School around 1900 to home tnrough old logging roads.

-saw sailing boats, scinooners loading lumber Hastings #Mill ~ left

Vancouver for Lulu Is. at 1k yrs, --at 9 years rfirst stepped on Lulu Is.
‘-tqok Jim Mellis' horse stage from corner present Broadway and Granville

Ste = between 9th Ave. (Broadway) and Hudson St. ( apnrox. & miles) only

1 house: Shannon's farm. -~ school holiday, visited Joe Parson family,
Lulu Is. recalls coming to Sea Island - Grauer's bubcher shop right side -
grocery store on left bullt on pilings, run by Bell family - post office

there for present dMarpole district - second bhridge to Lulu Is. down River.

. Rd. to fish cannery which became Basterbrooks Flour Mill -~ odd farm house

to Terra Nova.

Lists everyonc lived at Terra Nova then:

iPowell, Bill Gray (lialf) lived same house, Gray married Halfl's daughter,l

Japancse fishermen shacxs, Indian shacks, Joe Parsons,

;  Bigknell”(Ray and Percy), Cannery house, cénnery store, Bill Dernbh; Jim

 Mellis (ran stage, Terra Nova P.0.) Clugston (Fred's father) - some’ boys
o ‘ ' 7

‘:_SQld ducks commercially - Jim Gray collected ducks in light wagoh, del-

MVJifiVéféd‘té Vancouver - oldest daughter married Billy IHorn; second daughter’

e
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Old §annery washed out on Terra Nové - Alliance Cannery (original fish
cannery; later Terra Nova 20 ft. away) used hand turned machinery - old
‘Ailiénce building became shed canned {ish.
CrQsS’got fipst Job at Terra dova Cannery at age of 9 - 10 - at 10¢ -an hc
-.stayed at Parsons - took home $17.00 - at iO ~ 11 years saw SteveStoh
oh Sﬁnday - Parsons buiiding salt box B.C, Packers - corner Né. 1 Rd. and
Moncton mass of rolling drunken [ishermen - Li-% hotels there - recalls
8ﬁé§eston; Commercial - man wibh Powell River pfopertybonce ran Stevestorn
Hqﬁél; Cliff Cross at 14 moved to Lulu Is. witn IatherlCahrles, family
(gistér Eunice) ~ fatiner bought 20 acres Cambie near No. 5 Road. - Cambie
doWﬁ to Wo. & load a cow trail through willow bushes - Mitchell School
téacher kept clothing change winters - cléthes wet on 14 mile from ihter—
urban Cambie Station - then on to school.
eélyeérs}Cross rider ior [ire dept. - duly, Aurust, Seﬁt.; rode 10 féot
plank roads bver bog on bike - carried 1 % egallons water bucket ovér’
shéﬁlder‘— carried sharp garden spade - looking for spolt {ires along>
;sidé.road ~ twice a day - paid $2.89 a day - pald by Municipality -‘ﬁlird
4yeéf‘Cduncil‘refused - tﬁat swiner lost 3-4 miles plank in éne fire -
f  C;oss was 17 - 16 yeursv~ jack—pine needles, blueberry, wind, smoke"thic}
’?éféund_lQll fire.

Practice: plouph ground nobt deep - set r'ire - next scason produce  good

© crop oats.
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-said low spots around Granville resull of this - out of school at 14
;;Wbrked father's farm - also worked oriefly municipalitby —'Chineée,'po
géQer shoulders, 2 basxets‘full blueberries going un road - used-éomb'w:
‘bég to pick. - Indians only at Steveston, or Liomfs Island, or fish

~canneries - may have picied on Richmond ®ifle Range - evenings whole b

a blue sheen blueberries - great natches cranherries - poor duck huntii

' -day filled pockets with small cranberries = preserved.
- =lafge Himalaya Giant blackberries, seedad seives - 1915 joined Army

(infantry) returned May 1919 - logged Vancouver ls. sawmill -~ hurt bacl

Ve

80 became No, O Fraser Bridge tender apnund 1925 [or 31 years - a swing

‘bridge - swung by hand - 5 a.m. Chinese pig farmers took load vegetabhls

on wagons over bridge in group - odd horse and buggy - load of hay on

- bridge. - River traffic came with tides - lugs started with log booms «
“low tide, tied un, walbting next tide to step un river. Mostly boat

downstream was scow loads gravel from Gillies Quarries, Pitt Lake and

- Mary's Hill, Conquitlam - to MeCleery and Weston's Cemeut, Marpole =

Gillnetters, seiners up coast in spring run few days rorth -~ return in

7 £&11 -'had"to open bridge. - always 2 men on bridge - Incident; Court
.>case over who paid costs: Truss lost on bridge between Twigg - Lulu Is.

~Second Incident between 8. Vancouver and Kichmond.

TN v

- Summer holidays - kids swam in bay between Twigf and Mitchell Is. in se

“bar - hear boat whistle for bridge - half dozen rushed to bridge to he:

o~
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coopen it ~ then returned swim - pgrown kids reminded him of it later”
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Bridge Anecdote told by sister, 1917 to CLifr: Smiti, Bﬁs driver with
,Model T Ford, extended body extra seab running from Marine Drive, Frase
bAve; to WOdeard’s Landing - certain nipno, heavy mist approached Frase
AVé.?Bridge from Ladner - no lishts on bridge = tender carried lantern
1/2.green one sida, 1/2 red globe(diract boat) notiing for road traffic
'fbus crashed inco iron gates and river - 1nany drowned. Cninaman said
"standing on running board - Alex mMitenhell saved Lloating baby - no’tram
ovahinaman.
vInCident re accident Cross: Phone call on day off - couldn't unlock
bfidge to open swiag - aubomatic switch gave oub - had Lo unlocek by hanc
 With old sweep on deck - left sweep in cavstan - 2 waiting boats throuék
ok swung bridge back - switch activated - sweep hit his head - Zh.sﬁitche
off work 1 month - Dr. Turner sewed head - had to rip leg cords from
'bqnes. ~ Gobt cheque for 60 cents from Workmen's Comnensatlion Board -
u;CQrated stomach - drank 1 gallon gout's milk daily. Married - Nita
Grénﬁ— Children: Gilbert, Richmond - Doris, Krs. Penbecost (Ladner>
'1?édwwife: Blizabeth Mewhinnie,
'; QAiié_Bridge Tender saved from drowhing - had own rowboat near»mfidge'F
,»f3iih deep water - 1 kid playing with sbick on [loat fell in - jumbéd out
‘?Qindow 10 feet into sande. = pickodFQ woren -out of river (ovorjback of

. boat) - mwan slipped of lops, Cross rowed him Lo shove hanging to end =
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police got credit.
Incident: -~ Jensen sisters jumped in water in October - both saved
(hopheads?) just goin' swimnming -
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