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Mr. R.I. M€Donald fupnst 19, 1965,

‘Born 189% - dent to School on Sea Island = 3es Tsland School, Mother
and Father came from Ireland, settled on Sea Island - 3 egirls and b4
boys. Took the ferryv up snd down tn New Westminster - North Arm

froze un every yesr vsed Lo skate un and down the river. He walked
across the ice at Marroie, H is farm is where the wain Terminal‘of
the Airvort is. They had oxen, hay oats sand miliine cows. 0Oats would
go by boat,\ He moved tn Tulu Island from Sen Island in 1930.

1920 was a ‘very weﬁ year - farmers lost most of tneir crons. The
dvkes were such 2s von could just waik on the ten and you had to be
careful or vou could sten off the side. 'Thera were dances in Marpole,
Oranpge Hnall and thev nlaved cards ond would ride their horses un to
“get the trom into Vancouver. BSsw Gilmore was naid #55.00 ner day to helr

sl

build the Heacebrack with his team of

.

Sea Island was Ward T ~ The rock would come in for Roads. This wouldy

horseg.

come in on 4 scrw nad the farmers wonld 1osn hnrses and they had to
back the team of horses on to the send the sravel was then shovelled
by hand on to Lne écow. wery farmer hod s beom and thev worked 10
hrs. o day. Taxes bthen were Wﬁooﬁ an acre. Rain would rann of f school
into tank and the students vsed bthis for drinkines water. Dr. Lawry
and Dr. Hall were the two doctors in Marpnle and they looked after
“Richmond as well. At fthat timre the children swam in the ditches. The
’jThresher would, come and then all the neivhbours cnmé to work and helpe.
They would hale bthe straw and then back to threshine then back to

" baling and this went on for 2 mnnths steadv, There were 1700 or 1800
sacks of oats in a dav snAd thev'wéve nilad o1 enouch away that the

teams wouldn't pet in the way. A1l about work on thrasher.



