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~ ohn" Al ton McKinll~L..zg Int.~£.vi~w._~i<1rqJLJ2.J2.z.g~ 
1107 No. 2 Road 

~Born Janu~ry 3, l~OO on origin~1 father's homestead farm, 105 acres 

.'. -parents came out from Ontario in 1388 • 

... moved to Vancouver 190£3-1911+ 8.ttended Lord Roberts sC!1f)ol, Da~, self,' 

. ;,'.:J' ·sisters. 

~:br6ther, William handled the farm - on return sister Myrtle mar"ried 

:·went to Bridgeport High School til 1916 or 1917 - father took over farm' 

':'dairy herd 40 head, Holsteil1 - 8-10 horses - cldckens - few pigs .... 

grandfather had a smoke house for hams. 

-bought another 160 acres across Steveston Hwy. and sold most 1911 boom da; 

in 5-10 acre lots - farmed it in hay and f,~ain - which was sold to 

. loggin g camps - loaded on large wharfs of Fraser (London IS Wharf) 

logging camns used horses - took 4 tons Acre of hay - 2 tons acre of 

. . 
o~ts - grew 3-4 acres potatoes for selves, crew, rest sold Vancouver 

-1925-6 ran ranch w.ith brother-in-law, consideree fair price if butcher 

offered $2~ for cow. 

-married Christine Gi1more Nov. 21, 19.23, born Westhafll lsland came at 
. ~ : 

., . ~ ,years -
c· " " . 

.. :', Slough from Stevesturi UD to No. 2 and Hwy. and, pe ople used small row 
,I '., 

.'. '. '. A <:. I/o{ . 5 .1! " W\ 

.. ,'<:~. ~ boats - l'IJcKinney's i'lother at early times didn l t leave" for 7, .. 

years - stern whe'eler;3 in use - s10ugh disanrearen after father took 
~ ,; , 

...-.-.... .. 'ove'r and it was graded in - few changes - market better so grew more , . 

,o'·;~':·potatoes (8-10 acres) /- Nettea Gems 
.,;,;<",',' ; ",I • " I, ... 

when son worked farm started 
. "", 
l~>~~ed business and rose potatoes. t .• , 

• ',·t 
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',,; ,1:-:,;; :,<,'-at 'High School ( lL+ years) play'ed lacrosse 'in Vancouver., playe'dhockey' 
. '~ ", .') , . ; 

"',\team, ,"'rhe Towers" age 12-14 - winter some cold as 1916 - sQm~times" 
.1 . > • '. • ,.' 

: ,team, of horses could be driven across at l>'larpole - froze: UD ,to.''' 

('W~s,tminster -
I"~ ••. 

"-tdok tram to Bridgeport school 7 miles - Dad bought car, s'tyrrted 
, , 

','/,driyi'ng 1916 - second car was a )..Jaxwell. 
, :',~ '.' 

:>:*Wln'ery, story' - 1930 1 s. 
" ... ' .") . 

, : I 
1 

,'.had 10,:,,15 acres in loganberl~ies - selling Driee hardly 1 cent a ,lp.,: 
, . ," r 

" '~, .' 

.: ",'co-u1cin' t gi ve away ,- r:ot reci pe for wine-pot barr~~ls fr'om Sw~~eneyl s -

'\~oop~r~ge Cd. under Granvi11e. 
,": .-

" , -.-named ~ine Martina (wife Tina, sister Myrtle) - nermission trom 

"Government. " , . 

, '-built,' 1st building 30' x 6o' - big vats held 2,000, 3,000 barrels. 

! 
! " -built another building same size - hought vats from' California Winery 

'),,' -
.... ; 

"', (Drohi bi ti on) knocked down and put up l1e re - held )000-8000 barrels 
, ' 

~bijilt bottling plant next - sold in quarts and gallons - sold for, 

/$1.50 to ~~2. 00 a gallon. 

,:' .', -put,llP another building 30' x 60' vlith va.ts made in Vancouver. 

,-h~d ~to~age for 100,000 ~als. 

/,':;;s'old,,,ine to praJrJes (Saskatchewan) shj,nDed in hor.:heads-r'est locally., 

'.':',Sold from 1930, in operation 10-12 years.' 
" ',I • 

1'\' ~:"';'~m.pioy~d self" hrother-in-law and man across road using hydraulic. 
'.'.< ,"' .. 

.. ",<;:';,:~~~s~es., 
:';" ,;"",.r:,~ ," ~l~ported, grapes from. Olmnaganin 1940 - haught out by Growers W~fI1~'~. 
,~. ',' '-t, :: ,':" ',': '. ' 

',"::' '·:;~'Ltd'. ,Vi ctoria other· people going out of loganberries. ' 

" ;~'\' .:", __ o~d (50 year) bR-ro bu rned 1 gl.I-7 - lost only 2 calves, new binder'. 

'~~:::;,·' .• 'Gh'f-ldre~:· James, on farm; daugl1ter Lillian, Mrs •. J. Johnston, )3eiA~p" 
";".';:' <"RO'd '; , 

, . ' , . ,,8..;. ~ . '.' .', . 

I.: 

)1 >,'.;'" • 
",' " 

---~~-.---- ---~~.~~ 



".J 

'r' 
~, . 

213. 

" . 
3 J.A. M~Kinney . 

~.I 

\:~, . :;,:'::" . I ! 

:';sold farm 3 years ago in 1969 - no\v in housing - r:.rot :l~t+, 500 an a.cre ' 

• ,except own house A..'.1d ha lf 8.cre, son house and half acre, daughter - lot • 

... he, remembers 1900, 191~ mClin roads No. 1. Road, No. 9 Hoad to Steveston', 
} .'. 

~. No'.: 3 Rl)ad went to M8.rnole. 

'~~ih~1908 Clll bi g timber s Marnole Clll way to Broadway - stage c oache s ' . 

'q'\.:l.t~: 'in 1900 - rt trin a day - rer(Jembers Dr. Hen\vorth, Steveston -' Dr. 

,9r~er, Steveston - had nleurisy Iq]?) [~ot Dr. 1vlcLEluP.'hlin (Vancouver) 

''';eqr1y had only rain \vator in tank whi.ch c::l.u,r;ht from roof - water pi ped ~, 
.< 

'i~' ,1908 - wife SA.YS Gilrnore farm No. l\- Hoad on dyke ,got electricity 1916, 

. pa.id by pole. 

-growing pot::J.toes later days added 700-800 Ib8. f~rtilizer to acre -

g66d friends, farming - social life - barn dances - old Orange Hall'~ 
. --........ 

'< ~.6per~ House, Steveston (cold b1Jt ponnlar) 1916 to 1930. 
" ' 

-McKinney volunteer fireman 15 years in Steveston - built firehall 

.' (20 of them) - cannery gave them lumber - bnilt an ambulance (first in 

.. Richmond) from VB ncouver d ona ted Packard - ins talled si ren - saved Stevestc 
'," 

at least t 1tlice - f8\v house fires - rot smoke from bog [i res - never· could 
. ' 

put.out - even broken r,lass lytnp.: in bor.! could st."lrC fire on neat i1).hot 

. sun. 
" . 
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