.  282#

lﬁ:Sid Watts Intervioved March 24, 1972,
394 Regant St., Steveston

““BOfn'in England - came ©o Canada 1920 ~ went to Winnipeg first - Jater ta-

o

Steveuton - 1924 went to work for Ren Rose ot Steveston Machine Shop -

H

f Shop 75' ¥ 40' - Ros e considered very good with anv internal combustion

'fﬁmachlne ~ 1927 Rose and Waths sharted makine Lheir engine Bensid Engine -

i

 13]80 Lhoy invented a drum dvive first called s net-wineh - (discusses

‘7constru0ulnn of d11ve) - nn one at first wonld bmyv it bheconse the fisher-
aimen thought it would tancle un their nets - Steveston fishermen hetter

‘eqUinDed than there U.3. connternarts - Shon alsn did. nll the work for the

'f“munlclrﬂ71fy - only shop in the Gteveston area then so served farmers and

””Vﬁflshermon 2s Far off as Gulf Ts, -~ discusses very eaply qujne hnginesr-‘

:early Bensid engines considered gond enovgh to have many ordered wel] in

advance by both white and Japsnese fishermen - Lhis wns due to the‘great 

‘regard. the neople had for Ben Rose - (extensive disenssion an the engine!

2

d?féatﬂres)'“ Made ezgnecinlly Tor fishing hoats ~ mare discussion on enﬁine
‘features - l1¢ cod, 54 sockeve, denression nrices sneaks about Japanese -
<discusses denression and the lack nf financing of cenneries by banks -

speaks about Indians as fishermen - Steveston bebter off during depression

PR

%ﬁthan,ﬁther comrmini ties becamse of Tish beine o conshant 1f qmall 1ncomPV
7”_§6ﬁrée.— machine shon work often naid by fichermen and frrmerq bv flSﬂ and
Nproduce - (electric weldine story) - emnloyved 345 men al peak of work -
7 &depre S1ﬂn disrunted ev~ryrh1nﬂ hecanse nno one had money fnr\fages‘fof

ts - original weaeoes AS4 =75¢ hr. for machinist - canneries paid 15¢ hr.
"\

7'Georae Mackie was anprentice at shon -~ dizcnsses patents with respect to

" ehg1n es (discusses Rensid engine oneratine features - discusses drun-drive

‘atent talks abot other ideas develoned at shpn - discussion of wnter

‘pipe boring aonaratns Lo lay nine under =2 road




-2 = Mr. Sid Watts

0 Bpeaks about machine develonment in canneries - became partner after

1927 = built engine to keep shop hnsy during winter months - shon was.

{aécident—free - first lived on Garryv Road in rented hise for $15.00

»pér'mbnth ~ later boneht 1/2 blnek cnrrer Rerent and ¥o. 1 Road - built

own house 1922 (story abomt this) -~ discusses prices of wond and lumber

3

sduring denression -~ =Mrs. Watts and Dr. Graves wife wonld nut 4in laths

3

“A(plastering story) - firsht winter 2 ft. of wnter nll about so he jacked
up house by self with jncks bhorrowed from canneries - discussion about

anneries - role in comminihy -« Imperinl was birgest Cannery in British

. Empire - Great West employed Tndians where«s onften other canneries

2 wouldn't - (Discussion ahout Jannnese haviog €inancial hacking from Java
-Indians came over from Gulf Is., to ficsh - also some lived in cannery .
" houses = paid for rent with fish - doesn't rememhar 4:00 n'clock gun =

fMéYHQch‘big holiday feafnrine children and Maynole.




