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POLICY 4017: 
 
It is Council policy that:  
 
1. GENERAL 
 

1.1 The City of Richmond acknowledges that quality and affordable child care is an 
essential service in the community for residents, employers and employees. 

 
2. PLANNING 
 

2.1 To address child care needs, the City will: plan, partner and, as resources and 
budgets become available, support a range of quality, affordable child care. 

 
3. PARTNERSHIPS 
 

3.1 The City of Richmond is committed to: 
 

(a) Being an active partner with senior governments, stakeholders, parents, 
the private and non-profit sectors, and the community, to plan, develop 
and maintain a quality and affordable comprehensive child care system in 
Richmond. 

 
Working with the following organizations and groups to facilitate quality 
child care in Richmond: 

 
(i) Community Associations and Societies - to assess whether or not 

child care services can be improved in community centres, and 
new spaces added to existing and future community centres. 

 
(ii) Developers - to encourage developers to provide land and 

facilities for child care programs throughout the City. 
 
(iii) Employers - to encourage employers’ involvement in advocating 

and planning for child care. 
 
(iv) Intercultural Advisory Committee - to investigate and report on 

child care concerns, needs and problems facing ethno cultural 
groups in the City. 

 
(v) School Board – to continue providing space for child care 

programs on school sites; to co-locate child care spaces with 
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schools where appropriate, and to liaise with the Child Care 
Development Advisory Committee, 

(b) Monitoring the need for new child care spaces to support Richmond 
residents, employee and student populations. 

 
(c) Providing, when appropriate, new child care spaces and/or facilities to 

meet existing needs and future population growth. 
 
(d) Requesting senior governments and other stakeholders to provide 

ongoing funding for affordable child care facilities, spaces, operations and 
programming. 

 
4. RICHMOND CHILD CARE DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CCDAC) 
 

4.1 The City will establish and support the Richmond Child Care Development 
Advisory Committee. 

 
5. CHILD CARE RESERVE FUNDS 
 

5.1 The City has established two Child Care Reserve Funds as described below. 
 

(a) Child Care Development Reserve Fund (established by Reserve Fund 
Establishment Bylaw No. 7812) 

 
The City will administer the Child Care Development Reserve Fund to 
financially assist with the following capital expenses: 

 
(i) Establishing child care facilities and spaces in: 
 

 City buildings and on City land. 
 Private developments. 
 Senior government projects. 
 Community partner projects. 

(ii) Acquiring sites for lease to non-profit societies for child care; and 
 
(iii) Providing grants to non-profit societies for capital purchases and 

improvements, such as equipment, furnishings, renovations and 
playground improvements. 

 
(b) Child Care Operating Reserve Fund (established by Child Care Operating 

Reserve Fund Establishment Bylaw No. 8827) 



 
Policy Manual 

 

Page 3 of 5 Child Care Development Policy Policy 4017 

Adopted by Council:   January 24, 2006 
Amended by Council: April 10, 2012, December 8, 2014, September 14, 2015,  
November 18, 2019, January 29, 2024 

 

 
 
7590123 

 
(i) The City will administer the Child Care Operating Reserve Fund to 

financially assist with non-capital expenses relating to child care 
within the City, including the following: 

 

 Grants to non-profit societies to support child care professional 
and program development within the City; 

 
 Studies, research and production of reports and other 

information in relation to child care issues within the City; and 
 
 Remuneration and costs, including without limitation expenses 

and travel costs, for consultants and City personnel to support 
the development and quality of child care within the City. 

 
5.2 Developer cash contributions and child care density bonus contributions to the 

City’s Child Care Reserve Funds will be allocated as follows: 
 

(a) 70% of the amount will be deposited to the Child Care Development 
Reserve Fund, and 

 
(b) 30% of the amount will be deposited to the Child Care Operating Reserve 

Fund, unless Council directs otherwise prior to the date of the developer’s 
payment, in which case the payment will be deposited as directed by 
Council. 

 
5.3 All expenditures from the Child Care Reserve Funds must be authorized by 

Council. 
 
6. DEVELOPMENT OF CHILD CARE FACILITIES 
 

6.1 To facilitate consistent, transparent and sound planning, the City will: 
 

(a) Undertake periodic child care needs assessments to update its child care 
strategy. 

 
(b) Use its powers through the rezoning and development approval 

processes to achieve child care targets and objectives. 
 
(c) Prepare Child Care Design Guidelines which articulate the City’s 

expectations for the design and development of City-owned or leased 
child care facilities, whether they are built as City capital projects or by 
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developers as community amenity contributions. 
 
(d) Make the Child Care Design Guidelines available to members of the 

public as a resource, and to City staff, developers, and architects as a 
guide for planning child care spaces in City-owned or leased facilities or 
developer-built community amenities being contributed to the City. 

 

6.2 The City will further facilitate the establishment of child care facilities by: 
 

(a) Encouraging adequate child care centre facilities throughout the City 
where needed, particularly in each new community. 

 
(b) Providing City land and facilities for child care programs in locations 

throughout the City. 
 
(c) Encouraging child care program expansion through the enhancement of 

existing community facilities. 
 
7. CHILD CARE GRANTS POLICY 
 

7.1 Through City child care grants, support child care: 
 

(a) Facilities. 
 
(b) Spaces. 
 
(c) Programming. 

 
(d) Equipment and furnishings. 
 
(e) Professional and program development support. 

 
7.2 Considerations for grant application review: 

 
(a) Funding provided under the Child Care Grants Program cannot be utilized 

for activities that may result in a direct, indirect, or perceived conflict of 
interest for active members of City Council. Furthermore, activities cannot 
be used to promote a particular person or group for the purpose of 
political campaigning or political campaign messaging. 
 

(b) Any person involved in the review and approval of Child Care Grants 
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Program applications, including active members of City Council, must 
declare any direct or indirect benefit to themselves, relatives, business 
associates, or to anyone else that would advance their personal interests, 
and may be required to recuse themselves from such processes. 

 
 
8. PROFESSIONAL CHILD CARE SUPPORT RESOURCES 
 

8.1 Support resources for child care providers as advised by the Child Care 
Development Advisory Committee and as the need requires and budgets 
become available. 

 
9. POLICY REVIEWS 
 

9.1 From time to time, the City will: 
 

(a) Review child care policies, regulations and procedures to ensure that no 
undue barriers exist to the development of child care. 

 
(b) As appropriate, develop targets for the required number, type and 

location of child care services in Richmond. 

10. INFORMATION 
 

10.1 The City will, with advice from the Child Care Development Advisory Committee: 
 

(a) Generate, consolidate and analyze information to facilitate the 
development of child care facilities, programs and non-profit child care 
agencies; 

 
(b) Determine if any City land holdings are appropriate to be made available 

for immediate use as child care facilities; 
 
(c) Review, update and distribute City produced public information material to 

the public on child care. 
 
11. PROMOTION 
 

11.1 The City will: 
 

(a) Promote and support child care initiatives and awareness activities. 
 


